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DOUGHERTY
TIME LINE
1700’s

Primary mode of transportation is by
water, the first areas settled were the
tips of landmasses harbors. The
Ottawa & Chippewa Indians settled
in Old Mission, Elk Rapids, Omena.
1839

Rev. Peter Dougherty established
mission at Elk Rapids where local
tribes plan to unite, building a cabin
and school. Later that year, Chief
Ahgosa, head of the Old Mission
Tribe convinced Rev. Dougherty to
move his mission to Old Mission,
promising transportation and living
quarters.

1842

Rev. Dougherty build the first frame
home north of Grand Rapids and
south of Mackinaw Island. It is a ten
bedroom house and it still stands
today on Mission Rd.

1847

Captain Boardman buys 400 acres
and builds the first saw mill with
help from OM settlers & Native
Americans.

1850’s

First post office established at Old
Mission. Perry Hannah, Tracy Lay &
James Morgan form the Hannah,
Lay & Co & buy the Boardman'’s
sawmill. Rev. Dougherty moves with
the Indians to the “New Mission” at
Omena. Post office established in
Old Mission.

1860’s

Sale of Dougherty Homestead in
Old Mission to Solon Rushmore
recorded in 1861. Old Mission Inn
the first Inn is built built in 1869.
1870’s

The Lighthouse Station is built.
Duranty Rushmore, brother of
Solon, buys the Dougherty House
and continues to farm the land.
1880’s

William H. Rushmore arrives, con-
tinues farming his father’s land and
opens the large house as an inn that
thrived in this era providing summer
lodging for resorters and their
friends. The village of Traverse City
is incorporated.

1961

Virginia Larson purchases the
Dougherty/Rushmore House and it
remains unoccupied.

2004

Grand Traverse Regional Land
Conservancy signs an option to

buy and preserve the historic
Dougherty/Rushmore home.

2006

The Dougherty Historic Home
Committee raises sufficient funds to
purchase the Dougherty Home and
Property.

By protecting the Dougherty
Historic Home
the community may have...
e A permanent reminder of our
unique heritage

¢ An educational center for our
children

¢ Representative displays of
Pre-Contact Native American Life

e Historical orchards as a living
testimony to our agricultural
identity

¢ Open space protected from

future development

Do

Concemed that a house

rounding land with great historical

significance was about to

future generations, a group of Old
Mission Peninsula citizens worked

diligently to purchase the
Dougherty Historic Home

collaboration of the Grand

Traverse Regional Land

Conservancy, the Old Mission
Peninsula Historical Society, the

Grand Traverse Regional

Community Foundation, and the

Peninsula Township resul

raising the $575,000 necessary to

buy the house and surrou
acres.

Located approximately 1

up the peninsula, the house was

built in 1842 by the Rever
Dougherty and the Native

Americans. He was sent to the
Grand Traverse Region by the
Presbyterian Board of Missions to

start a church and school

Native Americans that inhabited
the area. In May of 1839 he and his

assistant built a school in

Rapids and by June of 1839
Dougherty established his mission

in Old Mission.

By 1842 his settlement consisted

of a church, schoolhouse,

wams, cabins and his own wood-
frame house. The house is believed
to be the first post and beam house
north of Grand Rapids and south
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fats Solon Rushmore bought the
house and land from Peter
Dougherty in 1861. The Rushmores
farmed the land and later turned it
into an Inn. The Rushmore House
with 10 guest rooms catered to
steamship vessel passengers. In
1956 it was placed on the Michigan
Historical Sites Registry. It
remained in the Rushmore family
until 1961 when it was sold to
Virginia Larson. Upon her death,
her sons David and Dan Larson

Elk

wig-

¢ Home I

gave an option to buy the house
and 15 acres.

The Dougherty Home, and 162
years of artifacts, requires exten-
sive restoration. When completed
it will become an historical inter-
pretive center, archival center and

a center for educational and cultur-

al programs of an historic nature.
Additional plans for the surround-

ing 15 acres of farm land call for an

historical orchard reflecting farm-
ing in the late 19th century and an
archaeological site to discover the
past.
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“It would be a great thing

to continue the tradition of my

grandmother, Minni Rushmore,

of opening the Mission House at

anytime for all to come, visit, and

share just as Peter Dougherty and

his family did so very long ago.”
~Nancy Rushmore Hooper, 2005

“As the past is prologue to the
future, it is in our best interest to
preserve this historically signifi-
cant landmark as it is a genuine
and irreplaceable piece of local
heritage.”

~Senator George McManus, 2005

Thank you

A special thank you to these ten
donors, who in December 2004,
provided the $50,000 necessary
to secure the “option to pur-
chase” the Dougherty Historic
Home Site. This was the begin-
ning of the successful campaign
to raise $575,000.

e Nancy Rushmore Hooper
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e The Les and Anne Biederman
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e Mark and Mary Cohen
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* Tom and Gladys Maguire

e Steven and Karen Nichols
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Thanks to the following organi-
zations that provided special
assistance in reaching the cam-
paign goal.

e Grand Traverse Regional
Community Foundation

® The Grand Traverse Regional
Land Conservancy

e Old Mission Peninsula
Historical Society

e Peninsula Township

e The Grand Traverse Band of
Ottawa and Chippewa Indians
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I I’d like to make a gift to preserve the Dougherty Historic Home Site. I DENTISTRY
Name
red D. Stoye Jr., D.D.S.
1 ) ) 1 Fred D. Stoye Jr., D.D.S
| Address City State Zip I
| Phone Email 3258 Bowers Harbor Road s Traverse City, MI 49686
_ | (231) 223-4232
| Gift Amount I
| Check enclosed payable to Dougherty FUnd at GTRCF or charge my credit card I
| [ |Mastercard [ ] Visa I
| Name on card | =
. “Elegant {'._nwnll dirting in
1 Signature | 4 R gy Cotiery "B:Jnm.Hmbm‘imifcHi'z;"i}mu'r‘v
J Account No. Expiration Date 1 g },‘;_:f,“f;‘;;’ 4?”\“
1 Please send to the Grand Traverse Regional Community Foundation I Bl S32/e05 0333
250 E. Front St. Ste 310, Traverse City, MI 49684 fax 231/ 2239228
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