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DOUGHERTY 
TIME LINE

1700’s
Primary mode of transportation is by
water, the first areas settled were the
tips of landmasses harbors. The
Ottawa & Chippewa Indians settled
in Old Mission, Elk Rapids, Omena.
1839
Rev. Peter Dougherty established
mission at Elk Rapids where local
tribes plan to unite, building a cabin
and school. Later that year, Chief
Ahgosa, head of the Old Mission
Tribe convinced Rev. Dougherty to
move his mission to Old Mission,
promising transportation and living
quarters. 
1842
Rev. Dougherty build the first frame
home north of Grand Rapids and
south of Mackinaw Island. It is a ten
bedroom house and it still stands
today on Mission Rd.
1847
Captain Boardman buys 400 acres
and builds the first saw mill with
help from OM settlers & Native
Americans.
1850’s
First post office established at Old
Mission. Perry Hannah, Tracy Lay &
James Morgan form the Hannah,
Lay & Co & buy the Boardman’s
sawmill. Rev. Dougherty moves with
the Indians to the “New Mission” at
Omena. Post office established in
Old Mission.
1860’s
Sale of Dougherty Homestead in
Old Mission to Solon Rushmore
recorded in 1861. Old Mission Inn
the first Inn is built built in 1869. 
1870’s
The Lighthouse Station is built.
Duranty Rushmore, brother of
Solon, buys the Dougherty House
and continues to farm the land. 
1880’s
William H. Rushmore arrives, con-
tinues farming his father’s land and
opens the large house as an inn that
thrived in this era providing summer
lodging for resorters and their
friends. The village of Traverse City
is incorporated.
1961
Virginia Larson purchases the
Dougherty/Rushmore House and it
remains unoccupied.
2004
Grand Traverse Regional Land
Conservancy signs an option to
buy and  preserve the historic
Dougherty/Rushmore home.
2006
The Dougherty Historic Home
Committee raises sufficient funds to
purchase the Dougherty Home and
Property.
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TThhaannkk  yyoouu  
A special thank you to these ten
donors, who in December 2004,
provided the $50,000 necessary
to secure the “option to pur-
chase” the Dougherty Historic
Home Site.  This was the begin-
ning of the successful campaign
to raise $575,000.

• Nancy Rushmore Hooper
• Dan & Pamela Prevo 

Foundation
• The Les and Anne Biederman 

Foundation
• Mary L. Johnson
• Mark and Mary Cohen
• David and Paula Kelley
• Carolyn and Stephen Lewis
• Tom and Gladys Maguire
• Steven and Karen Nichols
• Robert and Penelope Rosi

Thanks to the following organi-
zations that provided special
assistance in reaching the cam-
paign goal.

• Grand Traverse Regional
Community Foundation

• The Grand Traverse Regional 
Land Conservancy

• Old Mission Peninsula 
Historical Society

• Peninsula Township
• The Grand Traverse Band of 

Ottawa and Chippewa Indians

Concerned that a house and sur-
rounding land with great historical
significance was about to be lost to
future generations, a group of Old
Mission Peninsula citizens worked
diligently to purchase the
Dougherty Historic Home Site. The
collaboration of the Grand
Traverse Regional Land
Conservancy, the Old Mission
Peninsula Historical Society, the
Grand Traverse Regional
Community Foundation, and the
Peninsula Township resulted in
raising the $575,000 necessary to
buy the house and surrounding 15
acres.

Located approximately 18 miles
up the peninsula, the house was
built in 1842 by the Reverend Peter
Dougherty and the Native
Americans. He was sent to the
Grand Traverse Region by the
Presbyterian Board of Missions to
start a church and school for the
Native Americans that inhabited
the area. In May of 1839 he and his
assistant built a school in Elk
Rapids and by June of 1839
Dougherty established his mission
in Old Mission.

By 1842 his settlement consisted
of a church, schoolhouse, wig-
wams, cabins and his own wood-
frame house. The house is believed
to be the first post and beam house
north of Grand Rapids and south

of Mackinaw City. In 1852
Dougherty, followed the Native
Americans, moved to Omena and
started a new mission there.

Solon Rushmore bought the
house and land from Peter
Dougherty in 1861. The Rushmores
farmed the land and later turned it
into an Inn. The Rushmore House
with 10 guest rooms catered to
steamship vessel passengers. In
1956 it was placed on the Michigan
Historical Sites Registry. It
remained in the Rushmore family
until 1961 when it was sold to
Virginia Larson. Upon her death,
her sons David and Dan Larson

gave an option to buy the house
and 15 acres. 

The Dougherty Home, and 162
years of artifacts, requires exten-
sive restoration. When completed
it will become an historical inter-
pretive center, archival center and
a center for educational and cultur-
al programs of an historic nature.
Additional plans for the surround-
ing 15 acres of farm land call for an
historical orchard reflecting farm-
ing in the late 19th century and an
archaeological site to discover the
past.

Dougherty Historic Home Site

Thank You to the Following Donors
Americana Foundation
William and Vicki Anderson
Larry and Sharon Andringa
Dr. Valerie and Tom Andrews
Anonymous
In Honor of Nellie Gilmore Archer

Connie A. Sargent
Judith Arnold
Garrett and Jeanenne Arnold
Ted and Lucille Bagley
Barbara K. Bailey
Carole Bailey
Dan and Fran Bailey
Martha Barthel
Stephen P. Bartholf
Arthur and Verna Bartnick, Old Mission 

Tavern
Beers Family Foundation
Richard and Lorraine Beers
Barbara Below
Suzanne S. Bennett
Warren and Barbara Berthelsen
The Les and Anne Biederman 

Foundation
Gil and Anne Bogley
Roger and Barbara Bolden
Alfred and Joan Bonney
Bonney Christmas Charity Fund
Joan Bonney Illustration & Design
Bob and Wendy Brickman
In Honor of H. R. Brinkman

Paul and Jacquelyn Burns
Joseph B. Field
James B. Field, Figs Limited Pioneer 

Station
Harrison and Marissa Grodnick

David and Linda Burkey
John and Susan Burns
Bruce and Rhonda Bush
Don Butkovich Antiques
Peggy Byland
Daniel W. Capps
Jon A. Carlson, Mission Design & 

Development
Elaine Case
E. Timothy Carroll
David and Jody Charlton
Glen and Rebecca Chown
Mark and Mary Cohen
Dana L. Cole
William and JoAnn Cole
Darrell and Doris Cook
Pete Correia, Traverse City State Bank
Deanna R. Couture
Thomas and Martha Daluge
Robert and Arlene Dean
Paul and Dorothy Decoeur
John and Susan Denio
Nancy Deo
David Dickinson, Windward Partnership
Richard and Nancy Dickinson
Glen Dodd
Shirley Donovan
Ann Dressel
Keith and Virginia Duff
In Honor of Dorothy Dunlap

Rhonda Bush
Roger Dunlap

Frank and Shirley Durham
Dan and Cindy Dyer
Brit and Amy Eaton
Shelley Egerer
Elk Rapids Historical Society
Melih Erhan
Gregory and Patricia Fiebing
Herbert and Christine Fluharty
Dr. Donald and Nancy Fraser
Gordon Friese and Mary Anne Rivers
Nate and Erin Fuller
John Fulton and Eve Sorum
James and Lauri Gartner
Doris Germain
Jeremy C. Gibson
Judy Gienow and Barbara Below
Mary E. Gilson
Jerry and Sharon Glenn
Martha Gordon
Christopher Gores
Megan L. Haddox
Albert and Nan Harmer
Donald and Barbara Harmer
Thomas Haydock
Gordon and Nancy Hayward
William Heald
In Honor of Marguerite Hellyer

Rudy and Patti Rudolph
In Honor of Lauren Hemming

Robert and Penelope Rosi
Bob and Janet Henn
James and Barbara Helms
Yolanda Helfrich
Jane Highsaw
Jim Highsaw and Linda Prentice
Jim and Carlene Hilt
In Honor of Ruth Histed
Robert and Penelope Rosi
Nancy Rushmore Hooper
Donna Hornberger
Dr. David and Sandra Howard
Dr. William and Jean Howard
Brian Hyslop
Honoring the Marriage of Brian Hyslop 

and Cathy Wallquer
William and Mary Jones

In Honor of Martha Prescott Hyslop
Nate and Erin Fuller
Robert and Diane Heavenrich
J. M. Hyslop and Michele Hughes
Walter and Mary Johnson
Bill and Mary (Hyslop) Jones
Gerald and Margaret Luczak and 

family
David P. Middlemas
Old Mission Women's Club
Rudy and Patti Rudolph
Robert Hyslop
William Hyslop

Alice Ilchman
Dean and Laura Johnson
Mary L. Johnson
Bill and Judy Jones
In Honor of D. J. Jones

Patti Rudolph
David Kelley, Lansing Metal Recyclers
David and Paula Kelley
Dr. Charles L. and Dolores Kelly

Mark D. Kelly
Michael and Brenda Kelly
Dr. Graham and Carolyn Kelly
In Honor Of Wayne and Nancy Kiley

Kelly Miller, Eagle Investments
Marjorie Kinery
Mickey and Betty King
Don and Mary Kay Korty
Anthony Kramer
Dr. William and Shelley Krieg
Ellen J. Kohler
Martin and Olivia Lagina
In Honor of Virginia Larson

Rep. Howard and Dianne Walker
Keith and Mary Ann Leak
F. Dan and Margaret LeBlond
Leffingwell Forest Preserve Association
Patricia Lesley
In Honor of Molly Levin

William and Nancy Cook
Steve and Nikki Sobkowski
Mary and Michael Doyle

Stephen and Carol Lewis
Dr. W. John and Ann Lewis
Live and Learn Home School
Wayne and Terry Lobdell
Susan MacKay
Tom and Gladys J. Maguire
Robert and Lois Manigold
Warren and Lydia Rittinger
In Honor of Dr. William Mason

Sarah Thomas
Mrs. William G. Mason
Melinda McLellan
Senator George and Clara McManus
Thomas Menzel
Charles and Julianne Meyer
Gov. William and Helen Milliken
Barbara Morrison
Elliot and Florence Morrison
R. Harley Morrison
John and Nancy Morrison
Ellen Mooney, K.A.M.B.S., LLC
Eileen Nasif
Larry and Kelly Nelson
Steven and Karen Nichols
Norman and Nancy Nordfjord
Leo V. Nothstine
Rebecca Tompkins-Nothstine
R. Steve and Joan O'Brien
Robert and Ann Ogur
Old Mission Peninsula Historical Society
Old Mission Women's Club
Jerry Ostlund
Lucy Owens
Dr. Charles and Joan Patton
William and Susan Patton
In Honor of Penny Paulley

Robert and Penelope Rosi
Mary G. Peters
John and Kathleen Pleune
In Honor of Albert and Emily Prescott

The Pines Trust
Tolli Pugh
Charles and Doris Quick
Eric Rammelkamp
Theodore C. Rammelkamp, Jr.

In Honor of Bob and Penny Rosi
Daniel and Kathryn Haines
Tom and Stephanie Reeves

David and Laurie Rosi
Philip and JoAnn Rosi
Robert and Penelope Rosi
Tim and Pete Rosi, Jim Barna Log 

Systems-Midwest, Inc.
Rotary Charities of Traverse City
Robert and Grace Rudd
In Honor of Patti Rudolph

Mickey and Betty King
Mrs. W. G. Mason

In Honor of William Lane Rushmore
Lois Bahle and Larry Mawby
Virginia Hooper
Kim Sloca

Connie A. Sargent
Robert and Flo Schermerhorn
Logan Schlipf
Adam Schuler
Doug and Marge Scott
Nancy Stein Seasholes
Ben and Shari Shambaugh
Cynthia Shambaugh
David Shambaugh
Peter Shumar
Kim Sloca
Ed and Barbara Dean Smith
H. G. Smith
John and Jeanne Snow
William and Gretchen Soutear
Leo and Linda Stallman
Jeffrey and Emily Stefani
Dr. E. Carol Stein
Nancy Lilley Stein
Dr. Fred and Deborah Stoye, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Fred D. Stoye, Sr.
Stefan and Susan Svensson
Gerald and Ann Swaney
William and Mary Swift Foundation
David and Sara Taft
Deborah E. Taylor
Sarah Thomas
Emily Todd
Dr. Thomas and Diane Todd
Robert and Mary Treadway
Allan M. Unruh Trust Fund
Vein and Laser Clinic of Lansing PLC
Lois Verstraete
Victorian Society in America - Mich.
Chapt.
Helen Wilson Vogel
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond A. Weigel III, 

CLB Energy Holding L.P.
Randi L. Werner
In Honor of R. J. and Bonnie West

Penelope Paulley
Rob and Janet West

Dr. Doris Wetters
David Whiteford
Laura Wigfield
Todd Wilson and Deborah Crowe
Joseph and Marilyn Wollam
Fred and Barbara Woodruff
John and Pamela Yeager

“It would be a great thing
to continue the tradition of my
grandmother, Minni Rushmore,
of opening the Mission House at
anytime for all to come, visit, and
share just as Peter Dougherty and
his family did so very long ago.” 

~Nancy Rushmore Hooper, 2005

“As the past is prologue to the
future, it is in our best interest to
preserve this historically signifi-
cant landmark as it is a genuine
and irreplaceable piece of local
heritage.” 
~Senator George McManus, 2005

12239 Center Road
Traverse City, MI 49686

231-223-7355• Fax 231-223-4105
www.cgtwines.com

BByy  pprrootteeccttiinngg  tthhee  DDoouugghheerrttyy
HHiissttoorriicc  HHoommee

tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy  mmaayy  hhaavvee......
• A permanent  reminder of our

unique heritage

• An educational center for our
children

• Representative displays of
Pre-Contact Native American Life

• Historical orchards as a living
testimony to our agricultural
identity

• Open space protected from
future development
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••••  AAllssoo••••

GGaass  PPuummppss  ••  GGlloobbeess  ••  SSiiggnnss
MMiicchhiiggaann  LLiicceennssee  PPllaatteess

SSlloott  MMaacchhiinneess

22551133  NNeellssoonn  RRooaadd  •• TTCC,,  MMII  4499668866
88  mmiilleess  NN..  ooff  TTCC  oonn  MM--3377//  OOlldd  MMiissssiioonn  PPeenniinnssuullaa

BBuuss::  223311--222233--44112233  ••  RReess::  223311--222233--77338866
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illustration & design

12660 Sundown Lane
Traverse City, Michigan 49686
Phone 231•223•4064

HANDCRAFTED
LAP and FLOOR HARPS
Old Mission Harp Maker

Jerry Wares

3334 Swaney Rd
Traverse City, MI 49686        (231)223-4895

13956 Peninsula Drive
Traverse City, MI 49686

(231) 223-7558 Fax (231) 223-8718
mswift@chartermi.net

Walter & Eileen Brys
Proprietors

Cornel Oliver
Vintner & Estate Manager

Margaret
Alexander

14111 Center Rd
Traverse City, MI 49686

p 231.223.9500
f 231.223.9502

www.thepeninsulamarket.com
margaret@thepeninsulamarket.com
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I’d like to make a gift to preserve the Dougherty Historic Home Site.
Name __________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________City ______________State ______________Zip ______________

Phone ________________________________________Email____________________________________________________

Gift Amount ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Check enclosed payable to Dougherty FUnd at GTRCF or charge my credit card

Mastercard           Visa

Name on card __________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Account No. ______________________________________Expiration Date ______________________________________
Please send to the Grand Traverse Regional Community Foundation

250 E. Front St. Ste 310, Traverse City, MI 49684

5-27.dougherty


